Introduction
During the survey of gastrointestinal parasites of the Indian one horned rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis Linnaeus, 1758) , remaining captivated at the Alipore Zoological Garden, Kolkata, India by faecal examination, 2,500 nematode specimens were recovered within 3 years period from March, 2007 to February, 2010 . After careful processing and observation the specimens were identified and placed under the family Atractidae (Railliet, 1917) Travassos, 1919 . The family Atractidae was previously placed in the superfamily Oxyuroidea but Chabaud and Petter (1960) placed it under the superfamily Cosmocercoidea Travassos, 1925 and their classification is now widely accepted. In 1978, Chabaud accepted 20 genera in the family Atractidae while, Adamson and Baccam (1988) listed 14 genera only and characterized the family having two types of ovary, monodelphic and didelphic. Fitzsimmonsnema Petter, 1966, and Probstmayria Ransom, 1907 have didelphic ovary while, Atractis Dujardin, 1845; Cobboldina Leiper, 1911; Crossocephalus Railliet, 1909; Cyrtosomum Gedoelst, 1919; Grassenema Petter, 1959; Labiduris Schneider, 1866; Leiperenia Khalil, 1922; Monhysterides Baylis and Daubney, 1922; Orientatractis Petter, 1966; Paratractis Sarmiento, 1959; Proatractis Caballero, 1971; and Rondonia Travassos, 1919 have monodelphic ovary. Bursey et al., 2009 included the genus Nouvelnema Petter, 1959, in the didelphic atractid genera. Subsequently, Pseudocyrtosomum Gupta and Johri, 1987; Buckleyatractis Khalil and Gibbons, 1988; Diceronema Gibbons et al., 1996; Klossinemella Costa, 1961; Podocnematractis Gibbons et al., 1995; Paraorientatractis Gibbons et al., 1997; Rhinoclemmysnema Gibbons and Platt, 2006 and Pneumoatractis Bursey et al., 2009 have been added to monodelphic group. Moravec and Thatcher (1997) has synonymized Proatractis Caballero, 1971 with Klossinemella Costa, 1961. The present specimens do not fit well with any of these valid monodelphic genera but fit well with the family Atractidae (Railliet, 1917) Travassos, 1919 . Thus at present there are 22 valid genera and a new genus Rhinoceronema has been erected to accommodate the present new type species R. unicornensis.
Materials and methods
Total 2,500 nematode specimens collected during the study period from the faeces of (Rhinoceros unicornis Linnaeus, 1758) were fixed in 4 % FA (formalin: glacial acidic acid, 4:1) and subsequently stored in 70 % alcohol. Most of the specimens after fixation were dehydrated slowly (Seinhorst, 1959 (Seinhorst, , 1966 Mondal and Manna, 2010) , and were mounted in anhydrous glycerin and sealed with paraffin wax. Specimens were observed in different magnification under Zeiss trinocular research microscope. Figures were drawn with the aid of Camera Lucida. Mature larvated female specimens and juvenile females with little ovarian development were recovered from the stool samples of rhinoceros for 3 consecutive years. Measurements of the mature females are only provided. All measurements are in micrometer (lm), unless otherwise stated. The average measurements of 15 female specimens were taken and calculated ± standard deviation. Range is mentioned in parenthesis. clearly divided into corpus, isthmus and bulb, where the corpus is wider than isthmus, and the bulb is furnished with a vulvular apparatus (Figs. 1D, 2F) . Excretory pore situated a little posterior to the oesophageal-intestinal junction (Figs. 1D, G 234.96 ± 16 (198-260.7) and excretory pore at 416.66 ± 28.5 (375-475) , Fig. both from anterior end; vulva post equatorial at 919. 16 ± 56.8 (775-1037.5 ) and anus at 975.8 ± 58.5 (825-1,100) both from anterior end. Distance from vulva to anus 56.66 ± 6.45 (50-62.5 Rhinoceronema unicornensis gen. n., sp. n.
Results

Rhinoceronema
Discussion
The oesophagus is clearly divided into, anterior and posterior part in the present specimen; the posterior part is with a distal bulb furnished with a vulvulus apparatus. Females viviparous, vulva situated in the posterior part of the body. So the present specimen is placed in the family Atractidae (Railliet, 1917 ) Travassos, 1919 Due to the presence of noncosmocercid oesophagus, anterior cuticular structures, monodelphic reproductive system and absence of specialized anterior cuticular structures, the genera Atractis, Cyrtosomum, Leiperenia, Monhysterides, Paratractis, Rondonia, and Pneumoatractis come closer to the present specimen. The present genus differs from all other genera of the family Atractidae in having a cup-shaped buccal capsule with a pair of subventral teeth, non cosmocercid oesophagus, body with coarsely transverse striation restricted before the beginning of the tail. The present specimen has a smooth dorsal surface, while Paratractis, Buckleyatractis, and Podocnematractis have scale-like cuticular projections along the dorsal surface of the body (Khalil and Gibbons, 1988; Gibbons et al., 1995) , and Paraorientatractis has semiannules on the dorsal surface of the body (Gibbons et al., 1997) . The present specimen has no cuticular formations in the cephalic region but Cobboldina, Crossocephalus, Grassenema, Klossinemella, and Orientatractis have specialized cuticular formations around the mouth (Chabaud, 1978) . Pseudocyrtosomum is separated from the present specimen due to the position of the vulva and the structure of the oesophagus. Again, Labiduris is separated from the present specimen due to the presence of ventrally directed mouth (Chabaud, 1978) . In Leiperenia, the anterior part of the oesophagus is one-fourth of total length (Chabaud, 1978) , while in the present specimen, the anterior part is more than half of total length. Pneumoatractis have 3 prominent lips and cuticle with fine transverse striations while, the present specimen have 6 prominent lips and cuticle with coarse transverse striations. The present specimens have very prominent lips whereas Monhysterides lacks lips (Chabaud 1978) . In the present specimen, the excretory pore is situated posterior to the esophageal bulb, whereas in Rhinoclemmysnema and Cyrtosomum the excretory pore is situated anterior to the esophageal bulb. In Diceronema, spines are restricted to the ventral surface of the female tail (Gibbons et al., 1996) , whereas, the present specimen shows smooth ventral surface of the female tail. The present specimen have a cup-shaped buccal capsule with a pair of subventral teeth, while it is absent in the genus Atractis. The females of the present specimen have separate openings for vulva and anus, whereas the females of Rondonia possess a cloaca (Chabaud, 1978) .
Lastly, the present specimen can further be separated from Fitzsimmonsnema Petter, 1966 and Probstmayria Ransom, 1907 by the nature of reproductive system (monodelphic reproductive system vs. didelphic reproductive system in the last two).
Etymology: Considering all these differences the present genus is new to science and the authors suggest the name of the new genus as Rhinoceronema and the type species as Rhinoceronema unicornensis gen. n., sp. n. after the generic and species name of its host respectively, captivated at the Alipore Zoological Garden in Kolkata, West Bengal, India.
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